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perquisites. In New York they had been able
to gratify their needs, but in Massachusetts such
a view of office ran counter to the traditions and
customs of the place, and attempts to apply it
caused resentment and indignation. The efforts
of these men, among whom Randolph was the
prince of beggars, to obtain grants of land, to
destroy the validity of existing titles, to levy quit-
rents, and to exact heavy fees, were a menace to
the prosperity of the colony; while the further
attempt to destroy the political importance of
the towns by prohibiting town meetings, except
once a year, was an attack on one of the most
fundamental parts of the whole New England
system. Andros himself, though laboring to break
the resisting power of the colony, never used his
office for purposes of gain.

That the Massachusetts people should oppose
these attempts to alter the methods of govern-
ment which had been in vogue for half a cen-
tury was inevitable, though some of the means
they employed were certainly disingenuous. Their
leaders, both lay and clerical, were unsurpassed
in genius for argument and at this time outdid
themselves. When Palmer was able to show that,
according to English law, their land-titles were